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Introduction

SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION
Although not required by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines, the
Calaveras County Public Works Department has evaluated the comments received on the Dogtown
over Indian Creek Project BRLO‐5930(063) Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (Draft
IS/MND). The Responses to Comments and Errata, which are included in this document, together
with the Draft IS/MND, Draft IS/MND appendices, and the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting
Program, comprise the Final IS/MND for use by Calaveras County in its review and consideration of
the Dogtown over Indian Creek Project.
This document is organized into three sections:
 Section 1—Introduction. Summarizes the intent and format of the document.
 Section 2—Responses to Written Comments: Provides a list of the agencies, organizations,

and individuals who commented on the Draft IS/MND. Copies of all of the letters received
regarding the Draft IS/MND and responses thereto are included in this section.
 Section 3—Errata: Includes an addendum listing refinements and clarifications on the Draft

IS/MND, which have been incorporated.
The Final IS/MND includes the following contents:





Draft IS/MND (provided under separate cover)
Draft IS/MND appendices (provided under separate cover)
Responses to Written Comments and Errata (Sections 2 and 3 of this document)
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (Appendix A of this document)
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Responses to Written Comments

SECTION 2: RESPONSES TO WRITTEN COMMENTS
2.1 ‐ List of Authors
A list of public agencies, organizations, and individuals that provided comments on the Draft IS/MND
is presented below. Each comment has been assigned a code. Individual comments within each
communication have been numbered so comments can be crossed‐referenced with responses.
Following this list, the text of the communication is reprinted and followed by the corresponding
response.
Author

Author Code

State Agencies
California Department of Fish and Wildlife .................................................................................... CDFW
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board ............................................................. CVRWQCB
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse and Planning Unit ..................... OPR

Individuals
Gay Callan .....................................................................................................................................CALLAN

2.2 ‐ Responses to Comments
2.2.1 ‐ Introduction
In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15088, the
Calaveras County Department of Public Works, as the lead agency, evaluated the comments received
on the Final IS/MND (State Clearinghouse No. 2017062065) for the Dogtown over Indian Creek
Project, and has prepared the following responses to the comments received. This Response to
Comments document becomes part of the Final IS/MND for the project in accordance with CEQA
Guidelines Section 15132.

2.2.2 ‐ Comment Letters and Responses
The comment letters reproduced in the following pages follow the same organization as used in the
List of Authors.
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From: Mark Davis
Sent: Friday, July 21, 2017 1:31 PM
To: Jennifer Ellis
Subject: FW: Review Comments for Dogtown Road over Indian Creek Project MND

From: Robinson, Talmadge (Tal)@Wildlife [mailto:Talmadge.Robinson@Wildlife.ca.gov]
Sent: Friday, July 21, 2017 11:50 AM
To: Mark Davis
Cc: Garcia, Jennifer@Wildlife; Wildlife R2 CEQA
Subject: Review Comments for Dogtown Road over Indian Creek Project MND

Mr. Mark Davis:
The Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) appreciates the opportunity to review this Initial Study
and Mitigated Negative Declaration. Upon review, CDFW staff make the following comments:
1) Page 17, section 1.6.1 acknowledges mitigations associated with the federal Endangered
Species Act and Migratory Bird Treaty Act, but omits any reference to the California
Endangered Species Act (CESA) or any mention of the protection of nesting birds per Fish
and Game Code (FGC) § 3503 et seq. Please update the appropriate sections to include
acknowledgement of California protections for listed and migratory species that may be
encountered during the life of the project.
2) Page 18, Table 2 displays temporary and permanent impacts in terms of acres disturbed.
The numerical totals of acreage impacted are not explained and the reader cannot
determine why additional acreage represented in the Total column is not accounted for in
either the Temporary or Permanent Impact columns. Some description of why these
numbers do not match should be provided to understand the full impacts expected.

1

2

3) Page 19, subheading Drainage Facilities, states, “No storm sewer or inlets are planned for
this project.” While that may be accurate, the project schematic (Exhibit 4) clearly depicts a
“Storm Drain”. Please ensure that the project and any drainage facilities are adequately
described where appropriate.

3

4) As of July 7, 2017, and for a period of no less than one (1) year, foothill yellow-legged frogs

4

CDFW
Page 2 of 2
(FYLF) (Rana boylii) are now listed under the full protections of CESA as a Candidate species
(see California Regulatory Notice Register No. 27-Z, Office of Administrative Law, July 7,
2017). This project is located entirely within the known range of FYLF. Please add this
species into the section of “Environmental Evaluation” beginning on page 45 and as
necessary in the MND to ensure the project fully evaluates any real or potential impacts to
this species.

4
CONT

5) Page 47, MM BIO-3 acknowledges that if special status species are found, consultation with
USFWS will occur. Please add language to reflect that consultation shall also occur with
CDFW in the event that any CESA listed species are found during the life of the project.

5

6) If during the life of the project the biological resources affected change significantly, or if the
plan of construction is substantially altered, consultation with CDFW is recommended. You
may contact my office at the address below.

6

This completes CDFWs comments on the draft MND at this time. Please contact me with any
questions or concerns you may have.

Please confirm receipt of this email.

Talmadge (Tal) Robinson

Department of Fish and Wildlife
Timberland Conservation Program
El Dorado - Amador - Calaveras
1701 Nimbus Road
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
(916) 358-4035 (p)
(916) 358-2912 (f)
talmadge.robinson@wildlife.ca.gov
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State Agencies
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)
Response to CDFW‐1

The commenter requested acknowledgement of the California Endangered Species Act and
protection of nesting birds per Fish and Game Code Section 3503, et seq. in Section 1.6.1 of the Draft
ISMND.
Updates have been made accordingly in Section 3, Errata of this Final ISMND.
Response to CDFW‐2

The commenter stated that the totals in Table 2 of the Draft ISMND are not correct.
Clarification has been added as shown in Section 3, Errata of this Final ISMND.
Response to CDFW‐3

The commenter stated that while the Draft ISMND states that “No storm sewer or inlets are planned
for this project,” Exhibit 4 illustrates a “Storm Drain.”
An existing culvert would be rerouted as part of the project and is identified as “Storm Drain” on
Exhibit 4. This has been clarified in Section 3, Errata of this Final ISMND.
Response to CDFW‐4

The commenter requested that foothill yellow‐legged frogs are considered in the Draft ISMND to
ensure the project evaluates any real or potential impacts to this species.
Revisions to the Draft ISMND have been made in Section 3, Errata of this Final ISMND discussing
potential impacts to foothill yellow‐legged frogs. As indicated therein, the potential for this species
to utilize the project site and actually be present is extremely low. Furthermore, with the application
of mitigation measures in the Draft ISMND, impacts to this species are highly unlikely.
Response to CDFW‐5

The commenter requested that MM BIO‐3 be updated to include consultation with CDFW in the
event that any CESA listed species are found during the life of the project.
Updates have been made accordingly in Section 3, Errata of this Final ISMND.
Response to CDFW‐6

The commenter stated that if, during the life of the project, the biological resources affected change
significantly, or if the plan of construction is substantially altered, consultation with CDFW is
recommended.
Comment noted.
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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (CVRWQCB)
Response to CVRWQCB‐1

The commenter provided prefacing information.
No response is necessary.
Response to CVRWQCB‐2

The commenter indicates that the Draft ISMND should evaluate potential impacts to both surface
and groundwater quality, consistent with the Antidegradation Policy.
Potential impacts to both surface and groundwater are discussed in Section 9, Hydrology and Water
Quality of the Draft ISMND. As indicated therein, the project would not violate any water quality
standards or waste discharge requirements as it would be regulated by NPDES permitting and
related Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) and RWQCB certification, Clean Water Act
Section 404 and 401, and a CDFW Streambed Alteration Agreement.
Response to CVRWQCB‐3

The commenter stated that projects that disturb more than one acre are required to obtain coverage
under the General Permit for Stormwater Discharges Associated with Construction Activities
(Construction General Permit) and development and implementation of a related SWPPP.
As indicated on page 81 of the Draft ISMND, a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP), in
accordance with contract specification and with California NPDES General Permit for Stormwater
Discharges associated with construction activity would be implemented as necessary. The SWPPP
would require the implementation of appropriate construction BMPs, in accordance with Caltrans’s
Construction Site Best Management Practices Manual and would ensure no water quality standards
or waste discharge requirements would be violated.
Response to CVRWQCB‐4

The commenter stated that Phase I and II MS4 permits require the Permittees to reduce pollutants
and runoff flows from new development and redevelopment using Best Management Practices to
the maximum extent practicable.
The project site is located beyond stormwater discharge permit areas; therefore, MS4 permits do not
apply. Nonetheless, as a bridge replacement, this project would not create significant new amounts
of pollutants or runoff flows.
Response to CVRWQCB‐5

The commenter stated that storm water discharges associated with industrial sites must comply with
applicable regulations.
The project is not an industrial site and does not involve any industrial operations.
Response to CVRWQCB‐6

The commenter stated that if the project involves the discharge of dredge or fill material in navigable
waters or wetlands, a Section 404 permit and its review by the CVRWQCB may be required. The
commenter also stated that the project may require a Streambed Alteration Permit.
2‐15

Responses to Written Comments

County of Calaveras – Dogtown Road over Indian Creek Project
Final Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration

Mitigation Measure BIO‐15 of the Draft ISMND requires that a Section 404 Nationwide Permit be
obtained and include compliance with a General Construction Permit issued by the CVRWQCB.
Mitigation Measure BIO‐12of the Draft ISMND requires that a Section 1600 Streambed Alteration
Agreement be obtained from CDFW to account for deposition of fill material into the watercourse.
Response to CVRWQCB‐7

The commenter stated that if a US Army Corps of Engineers Permit (Section 404 permit) or any other
federal permit is required for the project due to the disturbance of waters of the United States, then
a Section 401 Water Quality Certification must be obtained from the CVWQCB.
Mitigation Measure BIO‐15 of the Draft ISMND requires that a Section 404 Nationwide Permit be
obtained and include compliance with the CVRWQCB. Coordination with the CVRWQCB to obtain a
Section 401 Water Quality Certification is listed as a necessary permit and approval in Section 1.7 of
the Draft ISMND.
Response to CVRWQCB‐8

The commenter stated that dredging and discharges to waters of the State including wetlands are
subject to State regulation including Water Quality Certification and Waste Discharge Requirements.
As previously stated, the project would include Section 404 permitting, Section 401 certification, and
a Streambed Alteration Agreement, consistent with impacts to waters of the State.
The commenter also stated that septic systems are subject to specific regulations; however, the
project does not include removal, alteration, or construction of a septic system.
Response to CVRWQCB‐9

The commenter stated that if the project includes construction or groundwater dewatering to be
discharged to land, the proponent may apply for coverage under the Low Risk General Order or Low
Risk Waiver.
The project may require discharging of water to the land via swale or ground surface, which would
allow sedimentation to drop out prior to water re‐entering the creek. The appropriate order or
waiver will be obtained.
Response to CVRWQCB‐10

The commenter summarized regulatory compliance for commercially irrigated agriculture.
The project does not include commercially irrigated agricultural activities.
Response to CVRWQCB‐11

The commenter stated that if the project includes construction dewatering and it is necessary to
discharge the groundwater to waters of the United States, the project would require coverage under
an NPDES permit.
The project would be required to obtain an NPDES permit as indicated in the Draft ISMND.
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Response to CVRWQCB‐12

The commenter stated that if the project discharges waste that could affect the quality of the waters
of the state, coverage under a NPDES permit would be required.
The project would be required to obtain an NPDES permit as indicated in the Draft ISMND.
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Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse and Planning Unit (OPR)
Response to OPR‐1

The comment letter is the standard form letter issued by the Office of Planning and Research, State
Clearinghouse and Planning Unit, confirming that the Mitigated Negative Declaration was distributed
to various state agencies, and that the County of Calaveras has complied with review requirements
for draft environmental review documents pursuant to CEQA. No further response is necessary.
Response to OPR‐2

This comment consists of the Document Details Report provided in the State Clearinghouse
database. No response is necessary.
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Individuals
Gay Callan (CALLAN)
The following response was provided to Gay Callan by Calaveras County via mail on July 28, 2017.
Response to CALLAN‐1

The majority of the comments made do not address the environmental analysis as presented in the
Draft ISMND. The allocation of County funds and decisions regarding the priority of County roadway
projects is not under the purview of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). As indicated in
CEQA Guidelines Section 15002, one of the basic purposes of CEQA is to inform decision‐makers and
the public about the potential, significant environmental effects of proposed activities. The
allocation of County funds and decisions regarding project priority alone would generate no direct
environmental effects. However, it should be noted that local funds are not allocated to the project.
The County applied for and was granted federal funds from the Federal Highway Administration
through the Highway Bridge Program. Funds from this program are for bridges and cannot be used
for other projects such as repaving of roads.
The commenter indicated concern regarding the project’s potential to cause a lengthy detour in
order to reach the commenter’s place of business. As noted on page 17 of the Draft ISMND, because
of the lengthy detour and timing considerations associated with closing the roadway, the existing
bridge will be utilized throughout the construction period, allowing the roadway to remain open
during construction of the new bridge and roadway. Short‐term roadway delays may occur during
which traffic will be temporarily held to allow for equipment movement or construction operations.
Such delay would last for a number of minutes but would not be expected to cause hour‐long or
daylong road closures.
The commenter also indicated concern regarding the timing of the project. As indicated on page 17
of the Draft ISMND, construction is anticipated to begin in the spring sometime between 2017 and
2025. It is anticipated that construction would be completed within 6 to 8 months after
commencement. The actual start date of construction is dependent on multiple factors, including
but not limited to federal, state, and local approval, permitting, and funding. The County will notify
surrounding property owners and interested parties of the anticipated start date once scheduled. As
indicated in Appendix I of the ISMND (Traffic Technical Memorandum), message signs at each end of
the project limits will be installed at least one week prior to the commencement of construction
work to notify drivers of the upcoming project and potential delays.
In summary, the comment letter does not raise any issues that would require re‐evaluation or
revision of the project or the environmental analyses contained in the Draft ISMND.
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SECTION 3: ERRATA
The following are revisions to the Draft IS/MND for the Dogtown over Indian Creek Project.
These revisions are minor modifications and clarifications to the document, and do not change the
significance of any of the environmental issue conclusions within the Draft IS/MND. The revisions are
listed by page number. All additions to the text are underlined (underlined) and all deletions from
the text are stricken (stricken).

3.1 ‐ Changes in Response to Specific Comments
Page 17
Section 1.6.1 has been updated to acknowledge the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) and
Fish and Game Code (FGS) Section 3503, et seq.
The USACE, RWQCB, and CDFW generally permit construction activities within jurisdictional
features during “dry” seasons, between April 15 and October 15. Construction is planned
for the “dry” season. In addition, mitigation measures have been incorporated into the
project for the protection of nesting birds protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and
species protected by the federal and California state Endangered Species Act. Furthermore,
the project would comply with Fish and Game Code Section 3503 et seq regarding
protection of nesting birds.

Page 18
Table 2 has been updated to clarify acreage totals.

Table 2: Vegetation Impacts
Temporary Impact
(acres)

Permanent Impact
(acres)

Total Vegetation Type*

Indian Creek

0.03

0.01

0.14

Mixed Oak‐Foothill Pine

0.06

0.00

0.36

Non‐Native Grassland

0.04

0.01

0.39

Urban/Developed

0.18

0.50

0.73

Urban/Developed Landscape

0.07

0.00

0.17

Valley Oak woodland

0.37

0.04

1.10

Total

0.75

0.56

2.89

Vegetation Type

*

Note that the total column indicates the total acreage of each vegetation type within the entire project site. Not all
areas within the project site would be temporary or permanently impacted.
Source: Natural Environment Study, 2017.
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Page 19
The discussion regarding drainage facilities has been clarified.
Where slopes are steep (steeper than 4:1), roadway runoff would be conveyed along the
edge of pavement by asphalt concrete dikes. At appropriate points, this runoff would be
released by overside drains or cross culverts to flow into existing contours/swales that drain
to Indian Creek. No new storm sewer or inlets are planned for this project. An existing
culvert running under the adjacent residential driveway would be rerouted and would
release stormwater upstream from its current location.

Page 45
The text was clarified to indicate that special status plant species are not expected to have the
potential to occur on‐site.
However, all three species are not expected to have could be eliminated from having
potential to occur on‐site because of a lack of suitable habitat to support these species.

Page 45
The bulleted list was updated to include foothill yellow‐legged frog.






California red‐legged frog (Rana aurora draytonii; CRLF);
Foothill yellow‐legged frog (Rana boylii);
Western pond turtle (Emys [Clemmys] marmorata);
Pallid bat (Antrozous pallidus); and
Birds protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA).

Page 46
The following paragraph regarding foothill yellow‐legged frog was added.
Foothill yellow‐legged frog
Although the BSA is not located within an area where this species has been found and no
CNDDB records are located here, this species was considered because of potentially suitable
habitat conditions.
Efforts to conserve and protect the FYLF are underway, and, as such, it is being considered a
species to be potentially listed. While the BSA provides some habitat characteristics as
described, the potential for species to utilize this habitat and actually be present is
extremely low; the BSA does not possess habitat characteristics such as perennial water that
are required by this species. Indian Creek is an intermittent creek and contains portions that
dry for several months in the summer and fall. Furthermore, the stream breaks its contiguity
upstream of the project site, which reduces the likelihood of FYLF entering the BSA or
project impact area via surface water connection. Although the BSA does not provide
suitable habitat for the FYLF, the BSA could serve as a suitable migration corridor. With
these site factors, and the application of the avoidance and minimization measures through
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implementation of Mitigation Measures BIO‐1 through BIO‐9, FYLF are highly unlikely to be
impacted by project construction or implementation. Impacts to FYLF would be reduced to a
less than significant level.

Page 47
Mitigation Measure BIO‐1 has been updated to include consideration of foothill yellow‐legged frog.
MM‐BIO‐1 To the extent practicable, construction shall not occur during the wet season
when CRLF and FYLF are most active. Except for limited vegetation clearing (necessary to
minimize effects to nesting birds) work shall be limited to the dry season, which is the
portion of the growing season typically devoid of substantial precipitation (i.e., from April
15to October 15).

Page 47
Mitigation Measure BIO‐3 has been updated to include consultation with the California Department
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW).
MM‐BIO‐3

If special‐status animal species are observed during the course of active
construction, all construction activities within 50‐feet of the animal(s) shall be
stopped. The County shall consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
and California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) in the event that special‐
status species are observed within the Biological Study Area (BSA). At no time shall
work occur within 50 feet of the animal without the biological monitor present.
Federally listed animal(s) shall not be captured or handled without authorization
from the USFWS/CDFW (as appropriate), and shall be allowed to move away on its
own.

Page 54
The second paragraph on page 54 of the Draft ISMND has been clarified with a definition of OHWM.
Within the BSA, Indian Creek exhibits bed‐and‐bank characteristics with an ordinary high
water mark (OHWM). The BSA lacks both hydrophytic vegetation and hydric‐soils; therefore,
no wetlands occur within the BSA. There are approximately 0.14 acre of intermittent creek
within the OHWM within the BSA.

Page 97, Environmental Setting
The text has been updated to reflect the location of Murphys, California in relation to the project
site.
The nearest parks are Copello Park, approximately 4.6 miles to the south; Murphys Park,
approximately 4.7 miles to the eastwest; and Utica Park, approximately 5.5 miles to the
southeast.
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Page 99, Environmental Setting
The text has been updated to reflect the location of Murphys, California in relation to the project
site.
The nearest parks are Copello Park, approximately 4.6 miles to the south; Murphys Park,
approximately 4.7 miles to the eastwest; and Utica Park, approximately 5.5 miles to the
southeast.
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Table 1: Dogtown Road over Indian Creek Project Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Measures

3.

Method of Verification

Timing of Verification

Responsible for
Verification

Verification of Completion
Date

Initial

Air Quality

MM‐AIR‐1: The following conditions will be included in the
General Notes and/or Grading Plan for the project, under the
descriptive heading “Dust Control” and shall be implemented
during construction activities:
• All material excavated, stockpiled, or graded shall be
sufficiently watered, treated, or covered to prevent fugitive
dust from leaving the property boundaries and causing a
public nuisance or a violation of an ambient air standard.
Watering should occur at least twice daily, with complete
site coverage.
• All areas with vehicle traffic shall be watered or have dust
palliative applied as necessary for regular stabilization of
dust emissions.
• All on‐site vehicle traffic shall be limited to a speed of 15
miles per hour on unpaved roads.
• All land clearing, grading, earthmoving, or excavation
activities on a project shall be suspended as necessary to
prevent excessive windblown dust when winds are expected
to exceed 20 miles per hour.
• All inactive portions of the development site shall be
covered, seeded, revegetated, or watered until a suitable
cover is established. Alternatively, the applicant may apply
County‐approved non‐toxic soil stabilizers (according to
manufacturer’s specifications) to all inactive construction
areas (previously graded areas which remain inactive for 96
hours) in accordance with the local grading ordinance.
• All material transported off‐site shall be either sufficiently
watered or securely covered to prevent public nuisance, and
there must be a minimum of six (6) inches of freeboard in
the bed of the transport vehicle.

Prior to issuance of
Calaveras County Public
grading permits.
Works to verify
construction plans include
conditions in the General
Notes and/or Grading
Plan.

Calaveras County
Public Works

1
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Table 1 (cont.): Dogtown Road over Indian Creek Project Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Measures

Method of Verification

Timing of Verification

Responsible for
Verification

Verification of Completion
Date

Initial

• Paved roads adjacent to the project shall be swept at the
end of each day, or more frequently if necessary, to remove
excessive or visibly raised accumulations of dirt and/or mud
that may have resulted from activities at the project site.
• The County shall re‐establish ground cover on the site
through revegetation and watering in accordance with the
local grading ordinance.
• A publicly visible sign shall be posted with the telephone
number and person to contact at Calaveras County regarding
dust complaints. This person shall respond and take corrective
action within 48 hours of a complaint or issue notification. The
Calaveras County APCD’s phone number shall also be visible to
ensure compliance with applicable regulations.
4.

Biological Resources

MM BIO‐1: To the extent practicable, construction shall not
occur during the wet season when CRLF and FYLF are most
active. Except for limited vegetation clearing (necessary to
minimize effects to nesting birds) work shall be limited to the
dry season (i.e., from June 1 to October 15).

Calaveras County Public
Works to verify
construction outside of
wet season.

Prior to start of
construction

Calaveras County
Public Works

MM BIO‐2: A qualified biologist or personnel trained to identify
all special‐status species that may occur within the Biological
Study Area (BSA) shall conduct work area clearance surveys of
the construction site and construction equipment before the
start of each day in areas that have not yet been graded.

On‐site biologist during
active construction

During construction

Calaveras County
Public Works

MM BIO‐3: If special‐status animal species are observed during On‐site biologist during
the course of active construction, all construction activities
active construction
within 50‐feet of the animal(s) shall be stopped. The County
shall consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
and California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) in the
event that special‐status species are observed within the

During construction

Calaveras County
Public Works

2

County of Calaveras – Dogtown Road over Indian Creek Project

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Table 1 (cont.): Dogtown Road over Indian Creek Project Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Measures

Method of Verification

Timing of Verification

Responsible for
Verification

Verification of Completion
Date

Initial

Biological Study Area (BSA). At no time shall work occur within
50 feet of the animal without the biological monitor present.
Federally listed animal(s) shall not be captured or handled
without authorization from the USFWS/CDFW (as appropriate),
and shall be allowed to move away on its own.
MM BIO‐4: To prevent inadvertent entrapment of animals
during construction, all excavated, steep‐walled holes or
trenches more than 1 foot deep shall be covered at the close of
each working day with plywood or other suitable material, or
provided with one or more escape ramps constructed of earth
fill or wooden planks. Before such holes or trenches are filled
they shall be thoroughly inspected for trapped animals. All
pipes, culverts, or similar structures stored overnight shall be
inspected before they are subsequently moved, capped,
and/or buried. If at any time wildlife is discovered, the biologist
shall be contacted to determine the next steps.

Calaveras County to
Prior to and during
ensure provision is
construction
included in construction
contracts and to conduct
site inspections as needed

Calaveras County
Public Works

MM BIO‐5: Specific areas that may be in proximity of or adjacent
to sensitive areas shall be identified by a qualified biologist and
shown on the project design plans. The installation of the
environmentally sensitive area (ESA) fencing shall be directed by
the qualified biologist and Resident Engineer, and shown on the
project design plans. The construction special provisions shall
clearly describe acceptable fencing material and proper
installation and maintenance. The purpose of the ESA fencing is
to limit ingress and egress of construction activities beyond the
Biological Study Area (BSA). The BSA denotes the project
footprint, including all permanent and temporary impacts. The
fencing shall remain in place throughout the duration of project‐
related construction activities, and shall be regularly inspected
and maintained. The fencing shall be completely removed upon
completion of construction activities at each improvement zone.

Prior to and during
Calaveras County to
construction
ensure construction
design plans are reviewed
by a qualified biologist
and to include provisions
in bid solicitation package;
site inspection

Calaveras County
Public Works
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Table 1 (cont.): Dogtown Road over Indian Creek Project Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Measures

Method of Verification

Timing of Verification

Responsible for
Verification

MM BIO‐6: To prevent animals from becoming entangled or
trapped in erosion control materials, plastic mono‐filament
netting (i.e., erosion control matting) or similar material shall
not be used. Several commercially available products that are
marketed as photodegradable and biodegradable contain
synthetic netting, which can take several months to
decompose. These products shall not be used during any phase
of construction within the BSA. Acceptable erosion control
materials are those that use natural fibers such as jute,
coconut, twine or other similar fibers.

Calaveras County to verify During construction
this condition is included
in bid solicitation for the
project

Calaveras County
Public Works

MM BIO‐7: A Worker Environmental Awareness Program
(WEAP) shall be implemented to educate construction workers
about the presence of special‐status plant and wildlife species
near the BSA. During the WEAP training, construction personnel
shall be informed of the importance of avoiding ground
disturbing activities outside of the designated work area.

Calaveras County to verify Prior to start of
this condition is included construction
in bid solicitation for the
project

Calaveras County
Public Works

MM BIO‐8: A Revegetation Plan shall be prepared for
Approval of plan by
restoration of temporary work areas. Temporary Construction Calaveras County Public
Zones (TCZs) for this project include a 15‐foot buffer outside of Works Department.
all permanent impacts. Areas where there is temporary
disturbance caused during project construction shall be
restored as described by the Revegetation Plan.
MM BIO‐9: Use of insecticides, herbicides, fertilizers, or other
chemicals during construction shall be approved by Caltrans
and United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) prior to
application.

After construction

Calaveras County to verify Prior to start of
this condition is included construction
in bid solicitation for the
project and to conduct
site inspections as needed

Verification of Completion
Date

Initial

Calaveras County
Public Works

Calaveras County
Public Works
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Table 1 (cont.): Dogtown Road over Indian Creek Project Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Timing of Verification

Responsible for
Verification

Mitigation Measures

Method of Verification

MM BIO‐10: The following avoidance and minimization
measures shall be implemented during bat maternity roosting
season (April 15 through August 31):
• No more than 3 days prior to start of ground disturbing
activities, a qualified biologist will survey trees and man‐
made structures in the BSA for evidence of bat roosts (e.g.,
bat guano).
• If bat roosts are located during pre‐construction surveys, the
roosts will be flagged and avoided during construction.

Submittal of
documentation regarding
preconstruction survey;
site inspection

Prior to and during
construction

Calaveras County

MM BIO‐11: Implementation of the following avoidance and
minimization measures would avoid or minimize potential
effects to migratory birds and habitat in and adjacent to the BSA.
These measures shall be implemented for construction work
during the nesting season (February 15 through August 31):
• If construction or tree removal is proposed during the
breeding/nesting season for migratory birds (typically
February 15 through August 31), a qualified biologist shall
conduct pre‐construction surveys for raptors and other
migratory birds within the construction area, including a
300‐foot survey buffer, no more than 3 days prior to the start
of ground disturbing activities in the construction area.
• If an active nest is located during pre‐construction surveys,
USFWS and/or CDFW (as appropriate) shall be notified
regarding the status of the nest. Furthermore, construction
activities shall be restricted as necessary to avoid disturbance
of the nest until it is abandoned or a qualified biologist deems
disturbance potential to be minimal. Restrictions may include
establishment of exclusion zones (no ingress of personnel or
equipment at a minimum radius of 300 feet around an active
raptor nest and 50‐foot radius around an active migratory bird
nest) or alteration of the construction schedule.
• A qualified biologist shall delineate the buffer using nest
buffer signs, ESA fencing, pin flags, and or flagging tape. The
buffer zone shall be maintained around the active nest site(s)
until the young have fledged and are foraging independently.

Calaveras County Public
Works to verify inclusion
of measures if
construction occurs
during February 15
through August 31; site
inspection

Prior to and during
construction

Calaveras County
Public Works

Verification of Completion
Date

Initial
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Table 1 (cont.): Dogtown Road over Indian Creek Project Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Measures

Method of Verification

MM BIO‐12: A Section 1600 Streambed Alteration Agreement Calaveras County Public
(SAA) shall be obtained from CDFW for impacts to riparian
Works to submit Section
habitat, and all conditions and requirements of the permit shall 1600 SAA
be followed. As a condition of the Section 1600 SAA, the
following mitigation measure shall be implemented to
compensate for the removal of 0.01 acre of riparian habitat:
• Riparian habitat shall be created at not less than a 1:1 ratio
in an area within reasonable proximity to the project site,
and a Riparian Restoration and Monitoring Plan shall be
established.
MM BIO‐13: The following avoidance and minimization efforts
and protection measures shall be incorporated into the project
construction methods:
• During project development the size of the work area limits
shall be reduced to the smallest amount feasible within
sensitive habitat areas.
• A circle with a radius measurement from the trunk of the
tree to the tip of its widest limb shall constitute the dripline
protection area of each tree. Limbs shall not be cut back in
order to change the dripline. The area beneath the dripline
is a critical portion of the root zone and defines the
minimum protected area of each tree. Removing limbs that
make up the dripline does not change the protected area.
• Protective fencing shall be installed at the driplines of the
protected trees prior to the start of any construction work
(including grading or placement of vehicles on‐site), in order
to avoid damage to the trees and their root systems. This
fencing may be installed around the outermost dripline of
clusters of trees proposed for protection, rather than
individual trees. Fencing shall be shown on all project plans.
• No vehicles, construction equipment, mobile home/office,
supplies, materials, or facilities shall be driven, parked,

Timing of Verification

Responsible for
Verification

Prior to start of
construction

Calaveras County
Public Works

Calaveras County Public
Prior to start of
Works to ensure inclusion construction
of conditions in
construction contracts

Calaveras County
Public Works

Verification of Completion
Date

Initial
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Table 1 (cont.): Dogtown Road over Indian Creek Project Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Measures

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

Method of Verification

Timing of Verification

Responsible for
Verification

Verification of Completion
Date

Initial

stockpiled, or located within the driplines of protected trees.
A laminated sign indicating such shall be attached to fencing
surrounding trees on‐site.
No grading (grade cuts or fills) shall be allowed within the
driplines of protected trees.
Drainage patterns on the site shall not be modified so that
water collects or stands within, or is diverted across, the
dripline of any protected tree.
No trenching shall be allowed within the driplines of
protected trees. If it is absolutely necessary to install
underground utilities within the dripline of a protected tree,
the utility line shall be bored and jacked under the
supervision of a certified arborist.
The construction of impervious surfaces within the driplines
of protected trees shall be stringently minimized. When it is
absolutely necessary, a piped aeration system shall be
installed under the supervision of a certified arborist.
Wherever possible, pervious concrete shall be used as an
alternative to traditional concrete, when it is required under
tree driplines.
No sprinkler or irrigation system shall be installed in such a
manner that sprays water or requires trenching within the
driplines of protected trees.
Landscaping beneath protected trees may include non‐plant
materials such as bark mulch or wood chips. The only plant
species that shall be planted within the driplines of protected
trees are those that are tolerant of the natural environs of the
trees. Limited drip irrigation approximately twice per summer
is recommended for the understory plants.
Any protected trees on the site, which require pruning, shall
be pruned by an arborist prior to the start of construction
work. All pruning shall be in accordance with the American
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Table 1 (cont.): Dogtown Road over Indian Creek Project Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Measures

Method of Verification

Timing of Verification

Responsible for
Verification

Verification of Completion
Date

Initial

National Standards Institute A300 pruning standards and the
International Society of Arboriculture “Tree Pruning
Guidelines.”
• No signs, ropes, cables (except those that may be installed
by an arborist to provide limb support), or any other items
shall be attached to the protected trees.
MM BIO‐14: A qualified environmental professional shall
identify and measure the size of all native oaks within areas to
be developed or disturbed prior to construction activities and
after the completion of construction activities. These
measurements shall be used to calculate the percentage of
basal area retained and the corresponding mitigation ratio.
Trees with visible evidence of construction damage or in poor
or declining condition shall not be considered retained.

Calaveras County Public
Prior to start of
Works to ensure qualified construction
biologist conducts survey
of native trees

Calaveras County
Public Works

To mitigate the loss of 0.37 acre of oak woodland, before
initiating construction, the project proponent shall provide
compensatory mitigation for the loss of oak woodland habitat
values through the preservation of oak woodland at a ratio
ranging between 2:1 and 1:1 acres preserved to acres
affected—2:1 (if 0 percent of preconstruction basal area is
retained) and 1:1 (if 100 percent of preconstruction basal area
is retained). For example, if 50 percent of basal area is retained
on‐site, the mitigation ratio shall be 1.5:1. Oak trees whose
largest stem is 5 inches or more DBH (4.5 feet above the
ground surface) shall be considered mature. Basal area is
related to the height, crown volume, foliage area, and ground
coverage of a tree and thus is related to the habitat values
provided by an individual oak. It is also readily measured. Table
8 provides the mitigation ratios that correspond to different
amounts of oak tree retention.
Preservation may be (1) on‐site or off‐site in Calaveras County
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Table 1 (cont.): Dogtown Road over Indian Creek Project Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Measures

Method of Verification

Timing of Verification

Responsible for
Verification

Verification of Completion
Date

Initial

through a conservation easement or other comparable
mechanism, or (2) achieved through contribution of funds to
the Oak Woodlands Conservation Fund that is administered by
the State of California Wildlife Conservation Board. For on‐site
or off‐site preservation in Calaveras County, a management
plan shall be prepared for the site(s) by a qualified
environmental professional (e.g., certified arborist, California
Registered Forester), and a nonwasting endowment or other
funding mechanism shall be provided for implementing the
management plan. The management plan shall include a
description of the habitat and other values of the conserved
area, that management activities that will be implemented to
maintain those values, and the process by which management
decisions will be made.
If preservation is achieved through a contribution to the Oak
Woodlands Conservation Fund, the contribution shall be equal
to the required mitigation acreage multiplied by (1) the
estimated per‐acre cost of a conservation easement on oak
woodland range land in Calaveras County, plus (2) the estimated
per‐acre cost of a nonwasting endowment sufficient to support
management in perpetuity. If necessary, a licensed appraiser
shall be consulted to determine the per‐acre cost of such land
and a Property Analysis Record or other similar financial analysis
performed to determine the required endowment.
MM BIO‐15: The County shall obtain a Section 404 CWA
Nationwide Permit from the USACE for impacts to wetlands and
waters of the United States and comply with the mitigation
measures identified in the Hydrology and Water Quality Section
to prevent discharge of pollutants to surface waters during
construction. This shall include complying with the State’s
National Pollution Discharge Elimination System General Permit

Approved Section 404
CWA

Prior to start of
construction

Calaveras County
Public Works
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Table 1 (cont.): Dogtown Road over Indian Creek Project Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Measures

Method of Verification

Timing of Verification

Responsible for
Verification

Verification of Completion
Date

Initial

for Discharges of Storm Water Runoff Associated with
Construction Activity (General Permit) issued by the Regional
Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB). The County shall also
obtain a 401 Water Quality Certification from the RWQCB.
MM BIO‐16: Standard construction best management
Submittal of list of Best
practices (BMP)s will be implemented via project special
Management Practices
provisions to minimize effects to water quality, including
(BMPs)
placement of straw wattles or silt fencing along the boundary
in the project impact area according to an erosion control plan
that shall be prepared to avoid discharge into aquatic features.
Other construction BMPs that will be reviewed and
coordinated with the RWQCB, as necessary, for
implementation during construction may include the following:
• In order to minimize the project’s impacts, the project design
has been modified to minimize impacts to waters of the
United States;
• Staging areas shall be located on existing roadways or other
disturbed areas where they would not affect sensitive
resources;
• Sensitive resources will be identified and protected from
harm during construction to the extent possible through use
of ESA fencing. The integrity and effectiveness of ESA fencing
and erosion control measures shall be inspected on a daily
basis. Corrective actions and repairs shall be carried out
immediately for fence breaches and ineffective BMPs;
• The County shall restrict construction activities to the
minimum area necessary to safely conduct project activities
to the extent possible;
• No litter, debris, or sidecasts shall be dumped or permitted
to enter aquatic habitats. Trash and debris shall be removed
from the site(s) daily;
• Vehicles and equipment shall be driven only within

Prior to start of
construction

Calaveras County
Public Works
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Table 1 (cont.): Dogtown Road over Indian Creek Project Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Measures

•

•

•

•
5.

Method of Verification

Timing of Verification

Responsible for
Verification

Verification of Completion
Date

Initial

established roads crossings, designated construction areas,
and staging areas;
The boundary of aquatic habitats that are to be avoided shall
be clearly marked with brightly colored fencing (usually
orange), staking, or flagging for work crew avoidance;
Worker education and awareness training shall be conducted
for work crews regarding aquatic habitats and special‐status
species;
Fueling, washing, and maintenance of vehicles or other
construction equipment shall occur 100 feet for more away
from aquatic habitats; and
Equipment shall be regularly maintained to avoid fluid leaks.
Cultural Resources

MM‐CUL‐1: If a potentially significant historical or archaeological Site inspection (if historic
resource is encountered during subsurface construction
or archaeological
activities (e.g., trenching, grading), all construction activities
resources are discovered)
within a 50‐foot radius of the identified potential resource shall
cease until a qualified archaeologist evaluates the item for its
significance and records the item on the appropriate State
Department of Parks and Recreation forms. The archaeologist
shall determine whether the item requires further study. If, after
the qualified archaeologist conducts appropriate technical
analyses, the item is determined to be significant under
California Environmental Quality Act, the archaeologist shall
recommend feasible mitigation measures, which may include
avoidance, preservation in place or other appropriate measure,
as outlined in Public Resources Code section 21083.2. Upon the
County’s approval of the recommended mitigation measures,
the County shall implement said measures. The County shall
fund the costs of the qualified archaeologist and required
analysis, and shall include this mitigation measure in every
construction contract to inform contractors of this requirement.

During construction

Calaveras County
Public Works
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Mitigation Measures

Method of Verification

Timing of Verification

Responsible for
Verification

Site inspection (if fossils
MM CUL‐2: In the event a fossil or fossil formations are
discovered during any subsurface construction activities for the or fossil formations are
discovered)
project (e.g., trenching, grading), all excavations within 100
feet of the find shall be temporarily halted until the find is
examined by a qualified paleontologist, in accordance with
Society of Vertebrate Paleontology standards. The
paleontologist shall notify the appropriate representative at
Calaveras County, who shall coordinate with the paleontologist
as to any necessary investigation of the find. If the find is
determined to be significant under CEQA, the County shall
implement those measures, which may include avoidance,
preservation in place, or other appropriate measures, as
outlined in Public Resources Code Section 21083.2.

During construction

Calaveras County
Public Works

MM CUL‐3: If ground‐disturbing activities uncover previously
unknown human remains, Section 7050.5 of the California
Health and Safety Code applies, and the following procedures
shall be followed:

During construction

Calaveras County
Public Works

Site inspection (if human
remains are discovered)

Verification of Completion
Date

Initial

There shall be no further excavation or disturbance of the area
where the human remains were found or within 50 feet of the
find until the Calaveras County Coroner and the appropriate
County representative are contacted. Duly authorized
representatives of the Coroner and the County shall be
permitted onto the project site and shall take all actions
consistent with Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 and
Government Code Sections 27460, et seq. Excavation or
disturbance of the area where the human remains were found
or within 50 feet of the find shall not be permitted to re‐
commence until the Coroner determines that the remains are
not subject to the provisions of law concerning investigation of
the circumstances, manner, and cause of any death. If the
Coroner determines the remains are Native American, the
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Mitigation Measures

Method of Verification

Timing of Verification

Responsible for
Verification

Verification of Completion
Date

Initial

Coroner shall contact the NAHC within 24 hours, and the NAHC
shall identify the person or persons it believes to be the “most
likely descendant” (MLD) of the deceased Native American.
The MLD may make recommendations to the landowner or the
person responsible for the excavation work, for means of
treating or disposing of, with appropriate dignity, the human
remains and any associated grave goods as provided in PRC
Section 5097.98.
8.

Hazards and Hazardous Materials

MM‐HAZ‐1: Prior to commencement of construction, the
Completed lead and
applicant shall have a lead and asbestos survey completed by a asbestos surveys by
licensed specialist. If such substances are found to be present, licensed specialists
the applicant shall have a licensed contractor properly remove
and dispose of these hazardous materials in accordance with
federal, state, and local laws. All removal activities shall be
completed prior to commencement of demolition activities.
MM‐HAZ‐2: Construction contractors shall ensure that prior to
construction, staging areas and building areas shall be cleared
of dried vegetation or other materials that could serve as fuel
for combustion. To the extent feasible, the contractor shall
keep these areas clear of combustible materials for the
duration of the project to maintain a firebreak.

Prior to start of
construction

Calaveras County
Public Works

Calaveras County to
Prior to and during
ensure inclusion of this
construction
provision in construction
contracts and conduct site
inspections as needed.

Calaveras County
Public Works

MM‐HAZ‐3: Construction contractors shall ensure that any
Calaveras County to
Prior to and during
construction equipment that normally includes a spark arrester ensure inclusion of this
construction
shall be equipped with an arrester in good working order.
provision in construction
contracts and conduct site
inspections as needed.

Calaveras County
Public Works
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Mitigation Measures

12.

Timing of Verification

Verification of Completion
Date

Initial

Noise

MM‐NOI‐1: Implementation of the following multi‐part
mitigation measure is required to reduce the potential
construction period noise impacts.
• The construction contractor shall ensure that all noise
producing construction activities, including warming‐up or
servicing equipment and any preparation for construction,
shall be limited to the hours between 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
• The construction contractor shall ensure that all equipment
will have sound‐control devices that are no less effective than
those provided on the original equipment. No equipment will
have an unmuffled exhaust.
• Where feasible, the project contractor shall place all
stationary construction equipment so that emitted noise is
directed away from the closest off‐site sensitive receptors.
• The construction contractor shall prohibit unnecessary idling
of internal combustion engines.
• As directed by the County, the contractor will implement
appropriate additional noise mitigation measures, including
changing the location of stationary construction equipment,
turning off idling equipment, rescheduling construction
activity, notifying adjacent residents in advance of
construction work, and installing acoustic barriers around
stationary construction noise sources.
16.

Method of Verification

Responsible for
Verification

Submittal of construction Prior to and during
contracts with time
construction
limitations included in the
contract.

Calaveras County
Public Works

Transportation/Traffic

MM‐TRANS‐1: At least 1 week prior to the commencement of
work, the County’s contractor will be required to provide
changeable message signs at each end of the project limits to
notify drivers, bicyclists, and pedestrians of the upcoming
project and potential delays.

Calaveras County to
ensure inclusion of this
provision in construction
contracts and to conduct
site visit to verify sign
placements

Prior to start of
construction

Calaveras County
Public Works
Department
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Mitigation Measures

MM‐TRANS‐2: During construction, the County’s contractor will
use standard cones and barricades to protect the public and the
work areas. The contractor will also install advance warning signs
to alert approaching motorists of the work zones consistent with
the most recent edition of the California Manual of Traffic
Control Devices (MUTCD) for sign placement, etc. Advance
warning signs may be reflective signs, changeable message
boards, cones, and barricades. Roadway traffic will have at least
one lane open to allow for movement through the project area
and across the creek. The contractor will provide traffic control
as needed to temporarily hold traffic for staging equipment or
construction. The work will be limited to the hours from 7 a.m.
to 6 p.m., with weekend work if approved by Public Works.
Where possible, the work will progress in localized sections with
equipment lined up in sequence for grinding and paving. Other
work will be performed in a manner that is least disruptive to
the public. Flagging and other means of traffic control will be
required to allow for the movement of traffic through the work
zone. Cones, signing and flagging for traffic control will conform
to the requirements of the Californian Manual of Uniform Traffic
Control Devices (MUTCD).

Method of Verification

Calaveras County to
ensure inclusion of this
provision in construction
contracts and to conduct
site visits as needed

Timing of Verification

Prior to and during
construction

Responsible for
Verification

Verification of Completion
Date

Initial

Calaveras County
Public Works
Department
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