• The California Wild and Scenic Rivers Act was passed into law in 1972 to

preserve designated rivers or river segments that are free-flowing and
possess extraordinary wildlife, fishery, scenic, or recreational values.
Assembly Bill No. 142, signed into law on October 9, 2015, required the
Secretary of the California State Natural Resources Agency to evaluate five
segments of the North Fork Mokelumne River and Mokelumne River for
inclusion in the California Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

•

• Segment A1: North Fork Mokelumne River from 0.50 mile downstream of the Salt
Springs Dam to Bear River confluence (Recreational); Segment A2: Bear River
confluence to 0.50 mile upstream of the Tiger Creek Powerhouse (Wild).

•

• Segment B: North Fork Mokelumne River from 1,000 feet downstream of the Tiger
Creek Afterbay Dam to State Highway Route 26 (Scenic).

•

• Segment C1: North Fork Mokelumne River from 400 feet downstream of the small
reregulating dam at the outlet of the West Point Powerhouse to the southern
boundary of Section 12, T6N R12E (Wild); Segment C2: Section 12 boundary to
confluence of the North and Middle Forks Mokelumne River (Recreational).

•

• Segment D: Main stem Mokelumne River from the confluence of the North and
Middle Forks to 300 feet upstream of the Electra Powerhouse (Scenic).

•

• Segment E: Main stem Mokelumne River from 300 feet downstream of the small
reregulating dam downstream of the Electra Powerhouse to the Pardee Reservoir
flood surcharge pool at 580 feet elevation above mean sea level (Recreational).

Upper Mokelumne Watershed

4

Wild and Scenic Segments & Uses
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Wild and Scenic Designation Efforts

• For the past 30 years, various groups have worked

toward designating all, or a part of, the upper
Mokelumne River as either state or federal Wild and
Scenic

6

SB 1199 (Hancock)

• Senator Loni Hancock (Berkeley) introduced SB 1199 in
2014

• Introduced without input from Calaveras or Amador
water agencies

• Opposed by CCWD, CPUD, AWA, JVID and community
groups throughout the region

• SB 1199 failed to move forward, even though
Sacramento was democratically controlled
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AB 142 (Bigelow)

• In 2015, Bigelow introduced a compromise bill
• The California Wild and Scenic Rivers Act required the

California State Natural Resources Agency to study and submit
to the Governor and the Legislature a report that analyzes the
suitability or non-suitability and eligibility of the proposed
Mokelumne River segments to the California Wild and Scenic
Rivers system.
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AB 142

• AB 142 required the California State Natural

Resources Agency to conduct a Wild and
Scenic suitability study with input from local
agencies on long term water needs for
Amador and Calaveras Counties
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CANRA Study

• California State Natural Resources Agency (CANRA) released final
study April 18, 2018

• Study concluded that the studied five segments of the Mokelumne
River (about 37 miles) are suitable for “California Wild and Scenic”
designation

• Does not include areas with PG&E facilities
• Includes specific information and recommendations for the
designation of the proposed Mokelumne River segments
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Calaveras County Water District

• CCWD Board took action on April 25, 2018, to support the

CNRA report WITH special provisions and desire for it to be
enacted into law.
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AB142 Study Special Provisions:

•
•
•
•
•

SP1: Will not affect existing water rights of public water agencies in
Amador, Calaveras & Alpine Counties
SP 2: Provide pathway for water agencies to obtain new water
rights for local water agencies
SP 3: Shall not affect PG&E facilities or Roaring Camp Mining Co.
operations
SP 4: Neither the Governor or state agencies can apply for federal
Wild and Scenic designation for the Mokelumne (Federal is much
more restrictive!)
SP 5: These Special Provisions shall control any conflict with State
Wild and Scenic Act
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Special Provisions Assure that
County Water Agencies May:

• Fully exercise their existing water rights without any impact from
Wild and Scenic legislation

• Maintain and replace facilities on the river as needed
• Pursue new water rights and new facilities as population or climate
change demand
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Additional Protections

• Wild and Scenic Designation with Special Provisions PREVENTS
potential “water grabs” by deep-pocket entities from outside
Amador, Calaveras or Alpine Counties

• All parties will defend the Special Provisions through the legislative
process

•
•
•

Water districts and counties (including EBMUD)
Foothill Conservancy
Friends of the River
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Cal FIRE / Timber Harvesting

• CAL FIRE strives to avoid retardant from impacting any waterways. When
in proximity to a waterway, a retardant line is often “tied-in” to the
waterway using bucket drops from a helicopter (with water).

• Cal FIRE does not anticipate any changes to firefighting strategy or tactics
if the Mokelumne River were designated a Wild and Scenic.

• There may be timber harvesting restrictions within 200 feet of either side
of the Mokelumne River if it is designated as Wild and Scenic.
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What’s Next?

• Final Study with Special Provisions language will be presented to
stakeholders for review and consideration of support

• Potential legislation drafted carrying the recommendations of the AB
142 Study

• If local agencies don’t have control of the bill, the special provisions
could be stripped out, which would be devastating to the county’s
future
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